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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 7200 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT CH 

SUBJ: "BLACKLISTED" JOURNALISTS CONTEMPLATE REACTION 
REF: PEKING 0938 

1. DON WEBSTER CBS AND ROBERT ELEGANT LOS ANGELES TIMES 
SEPARETELY CONTACTED CONGENOFF JUNE 25 TO DISCUSS PRC 
FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN MA YU-CHEN'S CRITICISM OF HONG 
KONG U.S PRESS AND THEN PERSONALLY AS RELAED BY RUSSELL 
SPUR, FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW (REFTEL). BOTH WEBSTER 

AND ELEGANT WERE THINKING ABOUT MAKING SOME RESPONSE. ELEGANT 
READ A DRAFT LETTER HE PROPOSEDS TO SEND TO MA PROTESTING THE 
CRITICISM AND ASKING FOR A VISA. WEBSTER TALKED ABOUT MAKING A 
NEWS STORY OUT OF FM CRITICISM OF CBS. 

2. BOTH INDICATED THAT THEIR APPROACH WAS PERSONAL AND NOT 
DIRECTED AT SEEKING CONGEN ADVICE. BOTH SEEM UPSET AND 
CONCERNED NOT TO MAKE THEIR CHANCES FOR VISAS ANY WORSE, 

WHILE AT THE SAME TIME SEEMINGLY INCLUDED TO PUSH MATTERS WITH 
THE IDEA OF GETTING A STORY OUT OF IT. CONGENOFF DECLINED 

TO ADVISE UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. 
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